
 

Policy & External Affairs Committee Notes – 22nd November 2016 

Group Attendees: Matt Jackson (Chair), Clive Watkinson, Andrew Denniff, Adrian Platts, Matt Travis, 

Martyn Benson, Tim O’Connell 

External attendees: Ben Jackson - Bury & Walker Solicitors 

Apologies from: Ruth Lucas (explained that she can no longer take part in the group due to work 

commitments), Bob Langley, Steve Allard 

 

Executive Report 

 Andrew briefly updated the Committee on a number of recent and upcoming activities the 

Chamber were involved with.  

 Andrew updated on the MP’s breakfast and the interesting feedback around local business and 

Brexit 

 Andrew pointed out to the group that Lisa Pogson has offered to take issues from all working 

groups/forums to Westminster, as she is in London regularly 

 Doubts have been shared about the timeline for a regional Mayor. The proposed dates of election 

are the same as Doncaster. Some challenges are expected as we move towards these dates, 

though Andrew re-iterated that any feedback should be representative of views from the wider 

membership 

 Two new Directors are joining the Chamber board with Mark Broxholme and Anne Wilson taking 

up places. Since the inauguration of Lisa Pogson as Chamber President, Matthew Stephens and 

Mark Broxholme will take places as Vice President 

 The Chamber is organising the Quarterly Economic Survey event in January and as a regional 

(and local) issue, it will focus on the Trans Pennine Tunnel Study and bring attention to the need 

for this important infrastructure development. All members were invited to join the event 

Ben Jackson - Overview of activities of Bury & Walker in the Barnsley Area 

 Ben Jackson highlighted how their primary involvement was in commercial property legal 

propositions and that they were concentrating on the Manvers area at present 

 Ben mentioned that Pharmacies were the most challenged commercial environment at present, 

following legislative changes around this industry and its services, which was impacting on a 

number of local outlets and employment 

 Inward investment is a significant part of Bury and Walkers promotional activities, focusing on the 

Barnsley area at present, though there are challenges with Brexit 

Impact of Brexit for Group Members 

 Matt Jackson queried what the effects of Brexit were for the group, inviting mixed responses. He 

stated that property investment for organisations looking at London are seeing property 

procurement drop off the radar 

 Clive Watkinson stated that consumers were holding off on spending on large expense items, 

while Martyn Benson also spoke of a slump in car sales since the new registrations in September 

 Tim O’Connell mentioned that investment enquiries have dropped off over the past couple of 

years, however there were a couple of opportunities yet to materialise that should inspire 

confidence  



 Martyn Benson also mentioned that start-up businesses were very quiet, and that the new 

Launchpad scheme needs some promotional support 

 Despite challenges, it was felt by the group that the Chamber message should remain positive as 

there are opportunities for growth 

Focus on Sheffield City Region 

 Andrew Denniff mentioned that there is still limited understanding of what Sheffield City Region 

means for businesses. He continued to mention initiatives like MIPIM which only applies to a 

limited few businesses. Andrew also asked the group to consider what support would be 

available to exporters as there has never been a better time to export 

 Tim O’Connell mentioned Harworth Estates and their development plans over the coming years 

  Matt Jackson stated that Doncaster was the ideal logistics location given the transport and 

property development opportunities, but they don’t engage enough with the rest of the region to 

attract a wider audience 

 Clive Watkinson clarified that Barnsley Economic Partnership is not moving forward as it should, 

to which Matt Travis agreed. It was suggested that the Chamber should exert some influence to 

get this moving in the right direction. Andrew suggested that they respond with a positive stance 

and won’t accept the challenges aimed at the Chamber 

 Tim O’Connell stated that regionally, new business development is down in terms of enquiries, 

though it was expected given the situation with Brexit 

 Matt Jackson raised the question about lobbying for the focus of the Trans-Pennine Tunnel to be 

based with South Yorkshire businesses to create jobs for the region. Clive Watkinson stated that 

it is only at the feasibility study stage, however it is looking promising as a result of the study 

being carried out. The subject is to be a focus point at the upcoming QES event in January, and 

the general view is that positive steps are being made 

Update on Legislation Issues 

 Martyn Benson explained changes to the Business Innovation and Skills website and access with 

regard to legislation information. He indicated that information that is supplied is much broader 

and takes a little longer to find given the volume of details available. 

 Martyn also mentioned that the intellectual property bill is moving forward at good pace, and that 

this will improve protection for businesses. Further developments on the legislation are still yet to 

be made. 

Member Issues 

Member issues (questions raised by members that affect their day to day business) were discussed 

during the meeting with individual resolutions shared back with the members. 

Date of the next meeting 

24th January 2017 at Barnsley & Rotherham Chamber of Commerce  

If you would like to get involved with the Committee please call the Chamber on 01709 386200 


